
The Significance of Rare NCIC Fingerprint Classifications 

Here is a copy of the fingerprint record of Malcolm X and Dr. MLK, Jr. 
The significance of the documents is that it demonstrates the correlation that 
exists between the elevation of the mental manifestation and the phenomenon of the 
dermal ridge arrangements; in as much as the brain and fingerprints maintain 
simultaneous development. The frequency of Dr. King and Malcom’s ridge 
formations reflect an earlier time in the evolution of fingerprint patterns. The 
existing data shows a moving away rather than toward a time when a 
population would more readily distribute the given display. In the book entitled 
Fingerprints, Palms, and Soles ; An introduction to dermatoglyphics 
by Harold Cummins, Ph.D. and Charles Midlo, M.D., in the evolution 
of fingerprint patterns, radial loops are chronologically depicted prior 
to ulnar loops. In Dr. MLK, Jr.’s right little fingerprint we see an example 
of a transition from one pattern, the radial loop to another, the ulnar loop. In the 
case of the right thumb of Malcolm X, not only was it a radial loop but it 
displayed a horizontal formation as well. Most loop patterns are diagonal in 
appearance. 
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Department of Police
Detroit, Michigan 48226

April 12, 1994

Andres J. Washington
Fingerprint Geometric Analysis
P.O. Box 165
Bronx, NY 10451-0165

RE: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST # 94-163 RE: Malcolm X _

Dear Mr. Washington _ :

Your request for information under 1976 PA 442, known as the
Freedom of Information Act, has been granted. Attached please
find the requested information.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM W. STOKES
Police O f f i c e r , Badge #2589
Detroi t Police Depar tment
Legal Advisor Section
1300 Beaubien, # 4 2 9
Det ro i t , MI 48226-2308
(313) 596-2135
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NEIL J PERRY
OFFICE

904/824-8304

ST JOHNS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
4015 LEWIS SPEEDWAY, SAINT AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 32095

904/829-5882 (FAX) • 904/829-6495 (TDD)

25 January 1995

Andres' J Washington, FGA
Post Office Box 165
Bronx, New York 10451-0165

Dear Mr Washington:

This is in response to your letter dated 17 January 1995, in
which you request the fingerprint record of the late, Dr Martin
Luther King, Jr. Unfortunately, the only item in the late Dr
King's file is a copy of the finger print card. There are no
photos or related items.

I have enclosed a copy of what is in the file,
will be of some help to you.

I hope this

FOR THE SHERIFF:

Sincerely,

L E/S'TERN, LIEUTENANT
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
TO THE SHERIFF

ENC

A NATIONALLY ACCREDITED AGENCY 'FIRST ON THE FIRST COAST'
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